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"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.'

We, the Undergraduate Council of Students, as representatives of the Brown
Community, wish to express our concern over recent displays of intolerance on this
campus.

Any act of violence on this campus poses a threat to every student on campus. In the
recent past, many incidents have occurred which show growing intolerance at Brown.
Within the last few weeks, there have been numerous occasions where Third World
students have been harassed, demoralized, and physically assaulted. For any member of
the Brown community to be fearful for no reason other than that they belong to a
particular race cannot be permitted by any member of the Brown community. When a
bottle is thrown, or a remark is made, or fear is felt, it is a concern of all--not just the
Third World students.

One way we can try to prevent such incidents is to come to an understanding of why,
in these specific instances, race is a factor. While we cannot specifically determine that
some of these incidents were racially motivated, we cannot help but recognize the difference
in race is the inescapable context in which the event occurred. For example, let us say
that there is an empty room and two individuals, one white, one black, walk in. This
situation then immediately becomes a racial situation. Not only because of the difference
in skin color, but also because the central unresolved question in all American history is
the question of race. That is not to say that these two people cannot be the best of friends,
but each of them is already operating on the basis of that racial difference. Because of the
racism which exists in society at large and in the Brown community, situations such as the
ones mentioned above cannot help but lead to feelings of fear and mistrust. In order to
alleviate these feelings, we must be aware of them.

We on council feel compelled to evaluate our own racial awareness and implore each
and every member of the Brown Community to do the same. It is not enough to self-
righteously point the finger at other individuals or institutions and pronounce them
"racist." We must internalize our attention and examine even the most subtle racism
which exists within us all. An awareness of our own racial attitudes is not something
which will passively occur; we must educate ourselves.
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