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Brown minority report criticized
Committee member

objects to tone,
stance of final draft

By BRUCE LANDIS
Jounul-BuUetio Education Writer

PROVIDENCE — A member of
Brown University's committee on
minority life on campus has criti-
cized a report issued last spring by
the committee.

The dissenting member, Lerone
Bennett, a senior editor of Ebony
magazine, described the report as
"apologetic" and said it echoes the
university's positions. Bennett also
said it evades some issues and vio-
lates an agreement that all members
consent to the final draft.

The report found that Brown suf-
fered some "explicit instances of
radsm" that have "left a legacy of
cynicism and mistrust which has
had an erosive effect on the quality
of community life." The report also;'
said Brown was-making progress In.
accommodating Third World stu-
dents, but has more work to do.
> It made a series of recommenda-*.
tions, ranging from course changes*.
to Include Third World material to
the creation of new posts concern-
ing Third World students.

A committee of the Brown Cor~

poration, the university's governing
body, is to meet today to start dis-
cussing the report and dissent, Dean
of Students John Robinson said.

While saying he is in "general
agreement" with most of the com-
mittee's recommendations, Bennett,
who could not be reached yester
day, wrote that he repeatedly criti
cized the report during its develop-
ment.

However, Dr. Augustus A. White
III, orthopedic surgeon-in-chief at
Boston's Beth Israel Hospital and
chairman of the Visiting Committee
on Minority Life and Education at
Brown University, dismissed the de-
velopment yesterday.as "this minor
dissent by one individual."

Different perspectives
Bennett says there is a deep

breach between the university ad-
ministration and Third World stu-
dents.

"The dominant view of the uni-
versity administration is that Brown
has ,inade' good progress In good
faith. The- dominant view of Third
World students fs.that the universi-
ty has made little progress and is
acting in bad faith,", lie wrote.

"The dominant view o(. the uni-
versity power structural; is that

^frpWmte-a, liberal, university com-
mitted to diversity. The dominant

view of the Third World community
is that Brown is a white university
which gives lip service to diversity,"
he continued.

The report, he said, sometimes as-
sumes "the truth of points that are
still at issue." In some case, he said,
"phrases and sentences have been
lifted bodily" from a Brown position
paper.

A misunderstanding
He accuses the committee of

making "slighting" references to
militancy and Black Studies.

He also said "the final draft was
sent to the printer without the
knowledge and consent of the entire
committee."

White, however, said that Ben-
nett, unlike other members, misun-
derstood the arrangements.

Robinson said that Brown is "still
digesting the report." But he said it
has taken some concrete steps, mov-
ing its Third World Center to new,
larger quarters and creating a posi-
tion for a new assistant dean, Ar-
mando Bengochea, with responsibil-
ity for Latino students.

He said that the discussions will
continue this semester, aimed at de-
veloping an agenda for implement-
Ing the reports' recommendations,
and that he does not think Bennett's
dissent will undermine the process.


