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Blue Ribbon Panel Chair
Urges U. To Follow Report

By Ellen Neuborne

Now that the report on minority
life at Brown has been released, the
chair of the Visiting Committee urg-
ed the Brown community to act on
the recommendations.

"The community should avoid
getting into prolonged controversies
on issues not of major significance,"
said Dr. Augustus White '57, orthapcdic
surgeon-in-chief at Beth Israel
Hospital in Boston and chair of the
Visiting Committee on Minority
Life.

"It would be unfortunate for
some facets of the report to engage
the university in delaying debate. Of
course there should be discussion but
if there is a long delay, this will be
self-defeating," White said. "As
university people, we tend to be
thinkers and debaters. I'd like us
now to be doers. The window of op-
portunity is open and now is the time
to implement what we have discuss-
ed."

Dean of Student Life John Robin-
son '67 said there will be a meeting
sometime before the end of this
semester to set an agenda for. fan-

plementing the recommendations of
ihe visiting committee. Robinson said
this meeting will include President
Swearer and student leaders.

Undergraduate Council of
Students President Ken Rivlin '87 is
planning a student information
forum to give students the chance to
discuss and understand the commit-
tee's recommendations, Robinson
said. The date of that forum will be
announced early next week.

Released with the visting commit-
tee's report was a dissenting opinion
written by Lerone Bennett, a senior
editor of Ebony Magazine. In his dis-
sent, Bennett charged the majority
report took an "apologetic tone."
Bennett also contested the writing
procedure, saying not all members
were given the opportunity to ap-
prove the report before it was
printed.

Robinson said he did not feel he
could comment on the dissent.

"It would be premature fo{ me to
give my personal opinion of Mr.
Bennett's dissent because my-role is
to organize discussion of all the
recommendations among campus
groups," he said.

White said he disagreed with Ben-
nett's criticisms of the majority
report.

"I don't think it was apologetic at
all. That's just his opinion. We were
a group of advisors and we had
nothing to be apologetic about," he
said.

White said one reason Bennett
may have disagreed with portions of
the report is that Bennett was not
present at the policy setting meeting
held last March in Boston.

"That was a major consensus
gathering meeting of the committee
and that's when we worked out our
differences. He totally missed that
process," White said.

White said that Bennett objected
to some of the language used in a
draft but not in the final report.

"During the writing process, we
took into consideration many of his
views," he said. "Much of what he
complained about was changed."
White restated that he felt Bennett's
dissent was from the language, not
the recommendations, of the majori-
ty report.

"None of the recommendations
did he disagree with. Only with the
tone and the urgency and some
rhetoric he would have wanted to in-
clude, but never during the writing
process did he express disagreement
with the recommendations," White
said.


