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COMMITTEE DISBANDS
STRIKE PLANS MADE

"We will not, at this stage in the budget cycle, permit anyone to
reopen the whole budget and start shifting around money to meet
the demands of any special interest group. "

Administration spokesman Ronald Wolk,
Providence Journal, April 4, 1975

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE COMMITTEE?

The administration has continues to prevent the Special Committee on Budgetary
Priorities from even beginning to work on alternative budgetary proposals. The
SCBP has struggled for three weeks to obtain budgetary materials in order to
suggest way of funding the Coalition's priorities. The SCBP has sent a letter to
President Hornig each day, beginning March 21, informing him that they couldn't
work until he released the necessary information. They requested that he act on
his agreement with the SCBP of March 20, at which time he agreed to release all
information with the exception of individual salaries, commentary on other insti-
tutions, and sensitive comments by administratiors about university personnel.
Instead, Hornig refused to release requested information, and has only permitted
the Committee access to very limited information inside of Maeder's office.

COMMITTEE COMPROMISES IN HOPE OF SOLUTION

As a compromise, the Committee suggested that Chaplin Charles Baldwin
(original chairperson of the SCBP) review any information which may seem
questionable, and to extract any information irrelevant or unnecessary for the
Committee's work. This suggestion was rejected by the administration.

A second major compromise was then offered by the Committee: a withdrawl
of its original request for the release of the '.'itemization of other" category. The
Coalition felt that it was important to demonstrate good faith in our discussions
with the administration and to shift the focus of attention back to the budget priorities.

ADMINISTRATION REFUSES TO BUDGE

The Committee then appealed directly to the Corporation for help, but they were
not willing to interfere with the day-to-day activities of the administration.

Simultaneously, the Committee appealed to senior members of the faculty and
the Faculty Policy Group to ask them to urge the President's support of the SCBP's
work. Again, there was no change in the administration's position.

The final statement released by the administration on April 3 (three weeks
after the Committee was to begin work) limited the release of budgetary information
to the areas of financial aid, student services, and admissions; a position which
violates the Corporation mandate of March 14.
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U. H. STALLING FORCES COALITION TO CHANGE DEMANDS

As a result of the Administration's unwillingness to cooperate with the
Committee, the SCBP decided that it could not fulfill its original purpose in
the two weeks remaining before the proposals are due.

Since the SCBP connot function, the Coalition's priorities can only be met now
with the demand that the administration include our priorities in the budget they
submit to the A&E Committee. Since it has not allowed the SCBP to carry out its
function, the administration now has the responsibility to locate the money to meet
the Coalition's priorities. Still, the Coalition is demanding the release of detailed
budgetary information. This information will now be used to insure that money
is not taken fuom other important student nrncrrpma v,n+ v,-,+u~« f • • •



WE DEMAND:

1) that the administration's presently proposed budget for 1975-76 not be sub-
mitted to the Advisory and Executive Committee.
2) that one budget be submitted to the A&E Committee, a budget which meets our
budgetary demands and reflects our priorities;

a) specific demands (in dollars) will be presented when the SCBP receives
the requisite budgetary materials.

b) our priorities are: an increase in financial aid funding commensurate with the
increase in student costs; the preventation of disproportionate reductions in
Student Services' budgets when no suitable alternatives are provided; the
protection of faculty teaching time in the instructional budget; implementation
of the demands of OUAP.

3) that budgetary reallocations be the result of the SCBP's collaboration with the
administration;

a) that the administration release to the SCBP all budgetary materials except
salary supplements, comparative inter-institutional commentary, sensitive
personal comments by administrators concerning staff, and itemization of "other".

b) that the SCBP have access to itemization of "other".
c) that budgetary reallocations be arrived at in joint meetings of the administration

and the SCBP.
4) that the administration have a primary responsibility for finding the required funds .
5) that the SCBP report to the A&E Committee on April 19.
6) that the SCBP develop a permanent mechanism to involve students and faculty
in the year-long formulation of the budget, and in long-range priority planning
related to budgetary matters.

ON THE GREEN-THURSDAY, 11:30 AM

We must take serious action now to prevent the administration from destroying
our priorities, as they did our committee, through delay tactics and unfulfilled
promises. The Coalition regrets that the administration can listed only to mads
student action.

We expected the SCBP to be our voice. NOW WE NEED YOU TO SPEAK TO THE
ADMINISTRATION! THURSDAY, 11:30, ON THE GREEN! !

Student and faculty speakers will explain^ the current situation and discuss the
need for action.

Hopefully, the large turnout on Thursday will convince the administration
to include our priorities in the budget.

OUR LAST RE SORT-A CALL TO STRIKE

However, if the administration continues to ignore our priorities, we can see
no other alternative open but to ask the student body to strike.

The decision to strike would be made in a student referendum to be held on Fridav.

The purpose of a strike would be for students and faculty to demonstrate to
the administration that "normal university activities" cannot continue without
the assurance that financial aid, faculty teaching time, student services, and the
support of programs specifically affecting minority students remain as high pri-
orities of this university. By not attending classes, students will be demonstrating
that the administration's presently proposed budget will seriously affect "normal
university activities" for the comin;* year. .
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The strike will continue until our budgetary demands are included in the
budget to be submitted to the Budget and Finance Committee of the Corporation
on April 1 9.

EMERGENCY DORM MEETINGS MONDAY NIGHT

Monday night every dorm will hold a meeting to give a detailed account of the
past three weeks and to explain the process by which the administration and
the corooration closed out all other notions but our nrespnt


